Technical Documentation

A Framework for Production of Useful Guidance Material

In Four Parts
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News Wiki Contact Signin

\/ 0 S G e 0 Projects v~ Resources About 0SGeo v~ Initiatives ~ Community ~

The Open Source
Geospatial
Foundation

Open source projects About open source geo  Helping you succeed
Open source is so much more than technology. Powerful, secure and flexible; open source gives you Support provided by local chapters, service
Meet the projects that are here to help you! the freedom to "Do Geo" your way providers and research collaboration.

Choose a project Connect with 0SGeo
Science and Education

Community news Foundation news
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One size
does not
fit all

There isn’t one thing called
documentation — there are four

Four different documents of the four
different types are needed

Refrain from combining the types in
one document as much as possible

Reference the other documents types
as needed

NB — Project Docs not included
 Managed separately
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What Type of Document is This?




How-to Article Template
"Overview" section
Summarise what the reader will get from reading the how-to article.

Tip: It is recommended to write this section at the very end, once you have
had a chance to document the steps to complete a task.

"Before you Start" section

Describe what the audience needs to know, or needs to have, before
attempting the how-to. By stating the requirements up-front, you prepare
the audience with correct and required information for completing the task
with your how-to.

Tip: If a section describes multiple points, list them using a bulleted list (if
the order is not important), or numbered list (if the order of these
requirements is important).

"Steps to complete the task" section

When explaining steps in a procedure, we encourage inserting a screenshot
for each part of the process to help users understand the context.

To improve documentation usability and reading flow, it is recommended to
insert images to the left or right of the text (instead of above or below)
when using images in your steps.

If your procedural steps do not require screenshots, use a numbered list.

Conclusion/Summary section
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Metadata for Dummies

Tutorials

MDWG Best

| How to guide / Cookbook
Practice —

What’s Non element guidance

M'Ssing e \Workflow

e Templates — Creation and management
e Governance and publishing process

e Managing vocabularies

e Harvesting




Acknowledgements

e TheGoodDocs GeoNetwork Team

e Cameron Shorter — Lead, TheGoodDocs - cameron.shorter@gmail.com

e Swapnil Ogale — Technical Writer, Write the Docs Australia -
swaphnilogale@gmail.com

e Jo Cook — Astun Technology, UK
e Paul van Genuchten — GeoCat BV, NL
e Maria Arias de Reyna — Osgeo Spain

e Daniele Procida — Divio - daniele.procida@divio.ch

OpenWork Ltd

Nelson NZ
Byron Cochrane — byron@openwork.nz




	Technical Documentation
	Slide Number 2
	TheGoodDocs
	Slide Number 4
		
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	One size does not fit all
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	What Type of Document is This?
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	MDWG Best Practice – What’s Missing
	Acknowledgements

